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The Home Harmonious. Modernizing an Old Mantel. By Anita de Campi.
THE flr8t thing one does upon buying

an old house or moving Into an old
apartment building is to niter the
old time mantel tops. Ugly man¬

tels of the extremely passe type,
having brackets at the sides, mirrored
center pieces with scroll edged frames
and bits of oval mirrors under or over tho
brackets, are clearly indicative of ago
bordering on decrepitude.
All of the ornamentation of the over¬

mantel must be done away with if the in¬
terior Is to bo rejuvenated into anything
that looks like " up to datcness."
Among tho several hundred photo¬

graphs of successfully executed interiors
which I have before me none has a mantel
piecc with a built up top. All sorts of
schemes are attempted to finish tho
space abovo the mantel shelf. The most
Attractive fashion is that of having a

painting inset In the allotted space. The
painting selected for the purpose usually
ih cither a reproduction of an old floral
piece in quaint style, showing a vase oC
largo .rich colored flowers on a darlc
ground, with a lacquered finish to mnko
tho piece look very old, or a tine old por¬
trait, also properly aged with lacquer.
The canvas Is stretched upon the wall
And edged with a molding.
Mirrors, while they no longer form a

part of the mantel piece proper, are also
effectively used above tho shelf, or to
tome instances are framed and suspended
above the shelf.
Sometimes the over-mantel space is sim¬

ply shaped Into a single largo panel or
into ono square center panel and two
small upright side panels by moans of
narrow wood moldings. The moldings
are tacked on to the wall and then the
whole space is painted, molding and all¬
oc It may be calcimlncd.
Plaster panels are used with telling re¬

sult as over-mantel Insets. These are par¬
ticularly good with period furnishing,
especially that of the Adam or the Louis
XV. or XVI. periods,
A charming dining room furnished in

William and Mary walnut furniture has
wood paneling a little more than half
way up tho height of the side wall clear
troupd the room. Tho woodwork is
painted old ivory and the upper wall is
violet blue. At ono end of the room is the
fireplace, with a mantel shelf extending
the full width of the room, and above this
the old ivory wood paneling is repeated
clear up to the celling. The floor covering
is gray green, with markings of fawn
color and little flecks of Ivory. The china
is of purple luster and Wedgwood.
Striking indeed is a fireplace without

p. wimrel she'f, but with the square sage
£.cctn tiling that frames it extending in
a. flat, wide panel abovo tho fireplace as

high as the ceiling. Each tile has a whlto
mark in Its centor, and they aro put to¬

gether with white cement lines. The
floor covering and the casement curtains^
are of autumn red. and tho dark brown
furniture Is upholstered In deep blue.
The iWJ« walls are a light tobacco brown,
and the woodwork is cream colored.
In colonial rooms tho ovor-mantel is

furnished with any one of*the many good
style colonial mirrors. The long horizontal
mirror is most excellent in point of bal¬
ance.
Lighting brackets are now placed at

either side directly above tho mantel shelf
Instead of on tho wall outside of the
mantels. Whore it is not feasible to have
wiring done for the actual electric candle^
fixtures wax candle* in candlesticks ore

More unique than pleasing i* the ar¬

rangement of a French mirror below a

mantel ahel^ completely covering the ga»
log, grate, and tiling of an old mantel
piece. The mirror in divided' Into small
oblong panel® by narrow moldings of
¦white enamel. Above the ahelf la a paint¬
ing of Mme. Pompadour, framed in a

dull gilt frame. Candles with rose shades
trimmed with gilt lace ftank the portrait
These aTe attached to the wall. The pic*
ture frame Just eacapes the shelf, and no
objects are on the mantel. The walls are

paneled with moldings on white deco¬
rator's canvas. The furniture Is up-

bolstered Jn wistaria velvet, and the fine¬
ly patterned carpet 1s of dull blue and
taupe.
The mandate* of present day Rood taste

require but little brlc-fi-broc to be used
on mantel shelve*, and the llttlo that la
tCed to be bi-symmetric In arrangement.
A center piece and two side pieces form
the accepted mode. The center piece
may be a vane, baaket, or bowl of flowers,
a small clock, or a carved box. and the
side pieces may be a pair of urns, a pair
of candlesticks, or & pair of vases.

' nothing more.

Mjuay of these modes of over-mantel

flnifh Hem difficult and expeosiva, but
other m«thoda aro simplor. The main
Idea la to procure a. restful effect by get¬
ting rid of all tho»e tortuous llno»-«ll
of that undesirable mixture of bevelod
mirror and machlna turned wood. This
cai bo economically done by displacing
tha old top and finishing the space above
tho she4f with paper, paint, or calcimine
to match the Test of the wall. A piece of
fabric may be stretched above the man¬
gel. I have seen a charming flnl»h made
of a breadth of dull colored velveteen,
edged with a flat band otdark gold fal-
lOWJ.

A breadth of machine made tapestry
Is also pleasln* hung across the space.
With this dull brass candlesticks topped
with bayberry caudles are used. This
arrangement supplies a radical change
In the appearance of the mantel, and its
achievement would not Involve the av¬
erage householder in untoward expense.

* ?

ANSWERS TO INQUIRIES.
J-OIS 33.t If you lower your bedroom

woldtng it will bavo the effect of leaeen-
lng the height of your room. U«e light
yellow ehambroy curtains* Yes. I should

think a candlestick would look well on
the table. Have you teen the painted
Class onos? Why not buy one or two of
these and try painting them yourself?

* *
MRS. A. O. A.: I should advise using old

fvory enamel rather than stain oa the
ground floor in your new home. If you
{lave mahogany furniture upstairs, the
mahogany doora would be pretty. Du£
unless you are going to furnish with
mahogany, use enamel doors like the rest
6£ the woodwork. I would have the liv¬
ing room and recaption hail alike and
probably- -doairtfat therjrtlnlpg roaar X

Instructions.
Already tho practical needlewoman, 1«

considering her Christmas gifts. Today
are published throe scaihped edge*.
They aro for petticoat flounces, lunch
clothe, dromer covert, aheota, pltloW
cases, and children's underwear,
Commencing next week and running

for four weeka will be an old English
alphabet in crochet All women whqt
Intend to do Christmas fancy work
should not miss this alphabet _. ,

In ualng tho printed design from the'
papor the directions are as follows^ jf
tho matrlal Is sheer, the easiest wayS|to lay It over the ^ealgn, which wflt, Jfj
show through plainly, and draw ovfi
each lino with a har{ sharp pencil. If
your linen Is heavy, buy a piece tit |iW
preenlon paper.the kind that doe* no|
rub off.lay It en your material, placl
tho design over It, and trace with 4
hard pencil. You will find the dealgi
neatly transferred.

think you would bo better a
a detachable sideboard, which ^
mlt you chancing the style of 1
in this room at any time.

* *
MB8. H. p.: Have your

enameled old Ivory, the wall In t
room pearl gray, and the wall In, t
room a light greenish gray.

* *
MRS. T. B.: Mulberry is «/g

and a popular one. Youarortght|
lng for your side w^Us an
The rose lamp should Wot
mulberry. Yes, the green tap«
harmonise with mulberry*
davenport with loose cushions M
practical, as tho cushions pan 1
Often, and thus the seats do not i
as the davenport seats do
holBery is made right ,to tl
taupe rug In your bedroom.

One Guest Who Is
Always Welcomt

O you happen to know the person
I | who somehow has euoh a happyI I knack of adapting herself to an-*

and every clrcumatancst';
matter whether she is at* ;.

dren's party or a grownups' function.
Or merely a visitor, ahe la alwaya just
the person you want ; 0
Hostesses' are only too glad to

come such a person, for
upon her arrival they feel that
their burden la taken away.
alwaya loyo her, and even thoss
are shy and timid will suddenly f <
out" as soon as she starts talking i
them.
She is just as succeasful tn the £

pany of grownupa. The girl of i&*
simply adore her, the woman of z
age will think ber delightful, -whil« i
are no leaa atruck by her '

nature.
The old folks regard her as an *

penaablo companion, for ahe ai
just manages to do what others
orally omit to do. Thta is
always thinks of others rather
herself and her happiness
making others happy.


